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Backing Up Your Photos with iPhoto
Digital photos are great. They allow us to save those memories onto our computers. Gone are the days of boxes and boxes of old, aged photos in some drawer (yes, I am old enough to remember them) or bent photo corners. Yep, it’s great!  Until your computer crashes, and you have no DVD or printed back up of those memories. Do you wish you knew a way to back up those photos that you spent hours importing into iLife’s iPhoto application?  Well, it’s easier than you think! 

First you’ll need an external back up source. If you only have a couple photos, then a USB flash drive should do nicely. But if you’re like me, you have thousands of photos (old and new) so you may need to save them to a CD, DVD, external hard drive or an Internet back up service. Secondly, there are two ways to back up your photos using iPhoto:

1. 
If you do not have them sorted into groups, events, etc., just highlight all the photos, and then use the File> Export command   

2. 
If you do have them sorted, then your best bet is to save the actual data file that iPhoto uses

Backing this up is a snap: 

•  
Open Finder, then select the Pictures folder 

•  
Within that folder is a file called iPhoto Library. Make sure this file is saved to the external source you are backing up too. That’s all there is too it! 

Now, to restore the photos, just get the external source and copy the iPhoto Library file back to the Pictures folder, then go back into iPhoto and bingo!   All of your events, places, faces and photos are back again.

Printing from an iPad 

By now, you may have seen the jazzy iPad TV Commercial that shows the device printing its output to an HP printer. Some Mac users have asked me if this was a real feature of the iPhone, iPod Touch and iPad?  The answer to that question is, yes and no.

YES - It is a real feature for the said devices and by having the current update to its operating system. If someone does have an Airprint-compatible printer it does work like a charm. NO - It does not work if you do not have an Airprint-compatible printer.

What is Airprint anyway?  It is a new printer protocol, developed by Hewlett Packard, that allows a user to print from a device such as a cell phone, to a compatible printer. If the user is on the same WiFi network as the printer, then the user’s device can pick the printer “out of the air” and send it to the printer. However, if the person is not on the same network, he or she can still  print to that printer by sending the document (or whatever else you’re printing) to a special e-mail address for that printer. The user sets all this up when they first set up the device. 

Hewlett Packard is the only company making such printers and they can range from $100.00 on up. They can be found at major retail and online stores.

In-app Purchases

Back in mid December, there were a slew of reports on parents letting their kids play with their iPhone, iPod Touch or iPad getting billed for what is known as in-app purchases. 

In-app purchases let a user purchase items within an iOS application (such as more levels to a game, expanding an already purchased app, etc.) using the user’s iTunes Credit Card or Checking Account. 

One mother in the United Kingdom discovered that her 4 year old child spent more than $80.00 (U.S. Dollars) on in-app purchases - story via CNN. 

Fortunately, there is a way to disable this feature so that little kiddies (or even you) don’t accidentally purchase something while in an application. 

1. Tap SETTINGS
2. Tap GENERAL 

3. Tap RESTRICTIONS
4. Enter a Restrictions pass code
5. Select "Enable"
6. Scroll down to "In-App Purchases" and make sure it is set to "OFF" 

7. Exit Settings

Personally, I have to say that with all of the experience I have with computers, I almost made a mistake with the above and have disabled this feature on my devices. 
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